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NEW EXTENSION FIELD WORKER 


After months of delay and difficulty Wisconsin has its long wanted field 
worker to develop county and regional library service in this State. Miss Anne 
Farrington, formerly supervisor of County and Institutional Libraries in 
Maryland, began as the new Commission field worker the last week of May 
and attended the Workshop at Green Lake where she made the acquaintance 
of a number of Wisconsin librarians. 


Miss Farrington comes to us with a background of successful experience 
in county and state extension work. Before becoming supervisor of county 
libraries in Maryland she was for four years head of the noted demonstration 
county library in Van Buren County, Michigan. Prior to that she did hospital 
library work for several years in the Wayne County Library system, Detroit, 
Michigan, in tuberculosis sanatoria. In this hospital experience she developed 
her strong interest in the adult education possibilities of library service. Her 
professional training was received in the library schools of the University of 
Illinois and Western Reserve. 


Her work and ability have been described in terms of high praise by 
several leaders in library extension work. She also knows and feels at home 
in the Wisconsin scene, having lived 15 of her early years in Boscobel, Wis. 
She is in full sympathy with the grass roots approach to the development of 
county and regional service which the Joint Extension Committee has adopted. 
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This is written before she has had the opportunity to plan her work suffi- 
ciently to make any announcement on her procedures or schedules. However, 
it can be said that she will be occupied primarily in helping the librarians, 
trustees and interested citizens to study local conditions and resources and 
plan effective county and regional systems in their territories. Mrs. Thompson, 
Miss Burr and Miss Schrage have, along with their regular work, done what 
they could to further such developments, but the Commission has long known 
that this one phase of county library development was in itself more than a 
full time job for one person. They will of course work with Miss Farrington 
but their hands and hours are already over-full with advising local commu- 
nity libraries, book selection, bulletin editing and traveling library manage- 
ment, and the conduct of meetings and workshops. 

The Joint Extension Committee presents Miss Farrington to the friends of 
Wisconsin libraries with firm confidence that they will find her a thoroughly 
human and understanding helper in the solution of their problems of library 
extension and with a renewed hope for progress toward statewide library 
service of true quality. 

John Chancellor 





THE WISCONSIN-WIDE LIBRARY IDEA 
FOR VOLUNTARY EDUCATION THROUGH READING 


A brief* statement on objectives, specifications and 
standards from the 
WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION 


For many years Wisconsin pioneered in promoting the growth of independ- 
ent local libraries in each community. It is apparent now that something more 
is needed in order that some 800,000 people (23%), living in rural areas, re- 
ceive the advantage of easily accessible free reading service and that many 
more with little more than nominal local library service have access to a true 
“community intelligence center” offering opportunity for informal education 
suited to the varying needs of people of all ages, in or out of school. 

This plan proposes, 

1. The strengthening of existing local community library service so that it 
becomes of educational consequence to the people commensurate with the 
educational services of public schools and university and a needed, ever-pres- 
ent supplement to them and not primarily a feebly supported center for 
leisure time recreational reading; 

2. Drawing together these improved local community libraries into volun- 
tary, cooperative systems on county-wide or regional bases so that through 
federation and cooperative pooling and exchange of services there may be 
® This is a brief summary of a detailed statement under the same title now being issued 
by the Commission, copies of which will be available on request to the Secretary, State 
Capitol, Madison. 





June, 1948 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 111 


gains in efficiency and economy without loss of local control in local service 
and policy; and so that people in rural areas and very small communities may 
have genuinely educational reading service at a per capita cost that is not 
prohibitive; and 

8. State assistance in planning the formation of these more effective county 
and regional federations and later in helping finance some of their overhead, 
non-local and foundational costs. 


An Educational Objective For Library Service 

Life in the modern complex, mechanized world of mass communication and 
centralized authority and control makes new and heavy requirements on 
individual human understanding. The survival of democratic habits in such 
a world depends largely on the ability of education to create widespread hu- 
man intelligence strong enough to make these new forces obey the will of the 
people and to help the people to choose their own destiny wisely. The free 
public library of America is in many ways an institution naturally suited to 
service this need, but to do so it must be strengthened and remodelled in 
certain respects: 

1. Objectives. The objectives of public library service should be, in order of 
importance, to provide 

(a) Informal popular education; 

(b) Impartial, unbiased, accurate information; 

(c) Inspiration to creativity and better personal and community living; 
(d) Assistance for recreative use of leisure time. 

2. Accessibility. It must be easily accessible in both the physical and psycho- 
logical sense. Every honest modern technique of making people aware of what 
they can learn from print to aid in the daily problems of personal community 
living should be employed. There must be an increase in personal assistance 
to help people to the knowledge they need or want with less frustration. Hours 
of opening in the smaller communities need to be increased. Every possible 
means should be employed to carry service out to the people, by bookmobile, 
by mail, by branches and stations, etc. There needs to be special service of 
some degree or character in charge of specialized personnel aimed at the 
special needs of specific groups in the population—children, youth, homemak- 
ers and parents, people of limited education and reading ability, people in 
predominant occupational groups (farmers, mechanics, etc.) 


3. Personnel. To provide a genuine educational library service the number 
of the personnel must be increased—probably one staff member in public 
service functions to each 2000 persons in the smaller towns and communities. 
Likewise the quality of the personnel for such service should be of the highest. 
Personality of the kind needed in a good public service worker of any kind 
is probably the first requisite—personality which comprises the essential traits 
of humanism, judgment and balance. Training (comprising the social science 
and humanistic as well as the technical aspects of an educational library serv- 
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ice) is also very important and pre-service training should be kept fresh by a 
continuous in-service training scheme. 


4. Materials. To meet the understanding and reading ability of a wide vari- 
ety of readers, obviously the library of informal education must employ a 
wide variety of reading material. It must vary in simplicity, in length and size, 
in style and purpose of treatment, in format and attractiveness and in other 
ways. It will have to make greater use of briefer forms of printed unit than 
the book—the pamphlet, the magazine, the clipping. It will have to take the 
initiative (along with other libraries) in promoting the publication of types and 
styles of printed material designed specifically for the reading needs of various 
types of people who need the benefits of sound printed matter but who for 
one reason or another cannot use satisfactorily the type of book that pre- 
dominates in the lists of most great publishing houses today. The library 
book-stock must no longer be built primarily to the tastes or abilities of the 
educated or cultured—or to any one group predominantly. 


Finally, the educational library service will find increasing use for non-book 
materials—educational motion pictures, film strips, phonograph records, pic- 
tures, etc. 

The stock of printed material should be alive, active volumes, continually 
weeded and added to in order to keep the collection tuned to the special 
needs, interests, vocations and backgrounds of the people of the particular 
community which it serves. To supplement and provide for the needs of the 
people with unusual interests there must, as is explained later, be participa- 
tion in a county or regional book pool and inter-library lending service. 


5. Adequate financial support. Obviously, very little improved personnel, 
materials and service can be had without improved financial support. The 
library’s strongest case for support is that it is or can be an essential popular 
educational institution. As soon as libraries can begin to demonstrate that 
proposition in logical, carefully laid plans and later in actual service, the sup- 
port will more easily become available. 

The size of that support should not be based on the ability of a particular 
community or region to provide it but on the educational need, on the num- 
ber of unserved people in the area. Hence a more accurate measure is on the 
per capita basis. On the basis of experience we know that superior library 
service will cost about $3 per capita, moderately good services about $2.25 
per capita and minimum service about $1.50 per capita. 

It is apparent that some regions with greatest need for educational library 
service in terms of the number of unserved people are least able financially to 
meet that need. On the ground that equal educational opportunity for all citi- 
zens is an essential for democracy, it follows that areas of higher tax valuation 
must, through county, state and federal governments, carry some responsibility 
for raising the educational opportunity in the less fortunate areas. These mat- 
ters are considered again in later paragraphs. 
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County Or Regional Library Service Units 

From both study and experience it has been learned that the scheme of lo- 
cal independent community libraries now largely in vogue in the middle west 
leaves many people in rural areas and small communities totally unserved 
and many more very poorly served and that a pooling of resources over a 
county or larger region can give better service to more people at less per 
capita cost. 

The Commission therefore proposes that counties (or larger regions) of 
25,000 population or more (which would yield the total minimum effective 
support figure of $37,500. on the basis of $1.50 per capita) seek to combine 
their public library resources in a way to form a voluntary federation for 
county-wide (or region-wide) service. The seven characteristics or elements 
of such an area-wide system are as follows: 

1. General and centralized direction by an able central staff. 

The need for agreement on central direction and coordination as they affect 
the county-wide services is obvious. This need not restrict the local library’s 
right to form policy and have its usual authority in the conduct of its local 
service. This county staff might consist of a county librarian and possibly 
three trained assistants, three clerical workers and a bookmobile driver. The 
function of the assistant might be divided, as, one for adult reference and 
advisory work, one for children’s, young people’s and school service, and one 
for book ordering, cataloging, processing, etc. These assistants would serve in 
advisory capacity to the local libraries, helping them with problems of book 
selection, readers’ advisory work, book ordering, etc. and assisting in working 
out various systems of inter-library book exchange, service to unserved areas, 
book pools, etc. 

2. A general headquarters, located more or less centrally for office work, 
storage, processing, etc., which might or might not be in a large community 
library building. 

8. A regional pool of circulating material. 

The purposes of this are (a) to equalize between the weak and strong book 
collections of the region; (b) to give the small library access to unusual and 
expensive material it could not regularly afford; (c) to provide deposit collec- 
tions of a few dozen books for a limited time for a local study club, institution 
or other group; (d) to provide a means of heavy duplication of important books 
in demand for a limited time only; (e) to rotate deposit collections among small 
community libraries in order to freshen their collections periodically; (f) to 


stock the bookmobile. 

4. Local service to non-library areas. 

While bookmobile service will reach most people with no nearby, easily 
accessible library, schemes will also have to be worked out whereby the coun- 
ty system and the stronger local community libraries cooperate in helping 
carry this load in adjacent neighborhoods. Some arrangement should also 
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be made to allow residents just outside the boundaries of a good library com- 
munity to have service there, especially if this is their shopping center. 

5. Service reciprocity throughout the region. 

This means ‘allowing residents of other cooperating towns and rural areas 
in the region to use the reference facilities, books and services of any other 
cooperating library more or less without restriction and arranging for inter- 
borrowing between libraries of special materials for special readers or addi- 
tional copies of materials for serious purposes where all local copies are in 
intensive use because of some special local interest. Naturally rules governing 
these privileges will have to be worked out so that no library suffers imposi- 
tions. The ideal of the regional (or county) system would be a closely knit 
cooperative network in which there would be a free flow of reasonable service 
at all times throughout all parts of the network. 

6. Bookmobile service. ; 

Bookmobile service to rural areas, small settlements without local libraries 
and rural schools is a first essential. The whole county or regional system may 
stand or fall on the quality of the bookmobile service. High grade personnel 
on the bookmobile is as essential as a suitable selection of books, pamphlets, 
magazines, booklists and reading suggestions. It should be the traveling agent 
for a follow-up mail service from the central pool to supplement its limited 
collection. Its service should not be spread too thinly and should allow for 
frequent visits to the committees on its schedule. 


7. Joint state and local support. 


This last essential to establishing and maintaining a county or regional 
system is considered in detail in the following paragraphs. 


STATE ASSISTANCE AND LOCAL INITIATIVE 

The Free Library Commission sees its functions now to be twofold: 

1. To continue as in the past to advise and disseminate information to the 
end of helping individual community libraries improve their service; 

2. To help the people and the community libraries (trustees and librarians) 
of the several counties or regions get together and study, discuss, plan and 
initiate county (or regional) federated library systems suited to local condi- 
tions along lines similar to those just outlined. There may be needed variations 
in this scheme in counties of sparse population, low tax valuation, unadapted 
local library development, or other unusual conditions. Each region will have 
to be surveyed and studied as an individual case and a plan drawn to fit its 
special needs. The Commission has added a field worker to its staff experienced 
in county and rural library service to advise with local citizens and librarians 
on the technical and policy problems of this kind of library service. It is not 
proposing state controlled or wholly state financed county library systems 
imposed on the several regions, nor systems which would operate independ- 
ently of local community libraries, or systems intended eventually to absorb 
control of local community libraries. It proposes that local citizens and library 
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interests work together to establish their own area-wide systems which will 
strengthen the services of the existing community libraries, extend service to 
people now without it, and provide a better service for all at a lower per 
capita cost than if each community acted entirely independently. 

To effect this the Commission proposes that its field worker call together 
a few known interested citizens in each county (or region, where a single 
county is too small for an effective unit) to see if a nucleus of a county-wide 
People’s Library Committee cannot be formed to study, discuss, plan and 
later take action toward a county system. 

The primary requirement for participation in such a Committee is a gen- 
uine belief in the need for and possibility of area-wide library service with a 
strong popular educational objective such as was described earlier. The Com- 
mittee should of course be representative of the county in other respects, 
particularly of the interest of potential users of an educational library service. 
The details of such People’s Library committees have been discussed in the 
March, 1948 Wisconsin Library Bulletin (reprints available). In brief, these 
Committees are designed to serve as a democratic backlog for building coun- 
ty-wide service with an educational objective. 

The Commission believes that, as it is a state function—through its Library 
Commission—to help local people organize a county-wide service, so it is a 
state function to help finance that system’s overhead, for unusual and initial 
costs wherever they are more area-wide than local in nature. The opportion- 
ment of support between State and local appropriating bodies should be 
worked out specially for each county or area, probably as a per capita formula, 
so that the state assumes the heavier burden of equalizing educational oppor- 
tunity in those areas of low tax valuation and income. Obviously also the first 
year or two of establishment will require heavier outlays and the State should 
assume a larger share of these initial costs. 


However, the county library system will not be the virile educational in- 
fluence it is capable of becoming unless it has deep and permanent roots in 
strong, local popular interest. That popular interest will not thrive unless it 
has work to do, plans to evolve, policy and genuine service to create and make 
grow. Hence State assistance should not be of such kind or nature as to weaken 
in any way this exercise of local People’s Library Committee initiative. “But 
local initiative can be expected to overcome difficulties of only limited magni- 
tude. The State’s function is not to destroy or supplant local initiative but to 
reduce difficulties to the level that local initiative can meet them.” 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS 


WEST CENTRAL 
Independence, April 22 

The West Central District Library Conference was held at Independence, 
Thursday, April 22, in the American Legion Club rooms. Mildred Cripps, local 
librarian, chairman of the group presided, Mrs. Hulda Hansen, librarian at 
Whitehall assisted with registration. 

The group of thirty-five librarians and trustees was welcomed by Mrs. 
J. A. Markham, secretary of the Library Board. 

Mrs. Orrilla Thompson, Library Advisor, discussed recent books for the 
adult and reference collection. Murial Fuller, member of the Joint Extension 
Committee presented the report of that Committee outlining the new stan- 
dards and objectives for library service in Wisconsin. She explained purpose 
and plan for organization of People’s Library Committees throughout the 
state. 

The morning session closed with a brief round table on library problems. 

At noon a delicious luncheon was served in the dining hall followed by a 
visit to the local library. The afternoon session opened with several fine musi- 
cal numbers furnished by the Independence High School Music Department. 

Mrs. B. M. Smith, of Blair Public Library presented an interesting piece 
of work which she had done in collecting the history of Trempealeau County 
libraries. Libraries throughout the county had furnished all known facts about 
their respective libraries and Mrs. Smith had assembled the material for the 
history. She gave the group highlights from the history. Elizabeth Burr, Li- 
brary Advisor in charge of Children’s Work, discussed book selection for the 
juvenile collection illustrating the points of her discussion with old and new 
titles. 

Dorothy L. Last, Rice Lake, Treasurer of the W. L. A. represented the 
Association telling of their two-year program. Miss Last explained the need 
for W. L. A. membership and support of the projects planned by the As- 
sociation. 

The business meeting at which Miss Cripps presided closed the conference. 
Mrs. Lillian Parmenter, librarian of the Sparta Public Library, was elected 
chairman and Anna Pederson, North Branch Librarian, La Crosse, was elected 
secretary of the group for next year. An invitation to meet in Sparta was 
accepted. 

Mr. O. E. Andreen, of A. C. McClurg & Company was present with an 
interesting display of recent books. O.M.T. 

NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT 
Superior, April 24 

Librarians of the Northwestern District traveled to Superior for the meeting 
on Saturday, April 24th. Lucille May and her friendly staff greeted their guests 
at the Main Library where coffee and doughnuts were served in the Chil- 
dren’s Room before the morning meeting. 
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Book exhibits were arranged in the Reference Room with representatives 
from A. C. McClurg & Company, World Book, and St. Paul Book Company. 
Sessions of the conference were held in the pleasant Reading Room. Mrs. 
H. K. Robinson, Cumberland, Chairman of the group presided and intro- 
duced Dorothy Last, Rice Lake, representing the Executive Board of W. L. A. 
who explained the Association’s two year program. 

William Deegan, City Manager of Superior, discussed “Citizen’s Participa- 
tion in Government.” Mr. Deegan pointed to the general apathy of the public 
which he feels is a steadily growing disease and the lack of responsibility for 
government—and to the awakening which comes only with tax announcements. 
He called attention to the need for an awareness of where tax money goes and 
the cooperative conception of government. He urged librarians to invite coun- 
cil members to their meetings of any kind, as a part of the education program 
for public officials and promised a benefit for all concerned. He was very 
emphatic about the value of familiarizing the potential law maker with the 
advantage of library service. 

Elizabeth Burr discussed “Children’s Books and Reading.” A group of stu- 
dents from the Teachers College were guests for this part of the program, 
which closed the morning session. 

Luncheon was served at the Hotel Superior and the business meeting took 
place, previous to and following the meal. Officers for the coming year were 
elected: President, Juanita Walker, children’s librarian, Superior; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Ione Nelson, librarian, Eau Claire; Secretary, Petra Borge, librarian, 
Stanley; Treasurer, Mrs. Emma Fiske, librarian, St. Croix. An invitation to 
meet at Eau Claire next year was accepted. 

Dr. Richard Bardon, Duluth, Minnesota, talked on “The Importance of 
Preserving Local History Material.” He stressed the teaching and collection 
of local history as a contributing factor in enriching life by knowing about 
your own community. He illustrated the points of his talk with personal 
experiences. In mentioning what a librarian can do in the collection of local his- 
tory materials he suggested watching for old letters, diaries, maps, pictures 
and photographs—the preservation and exhibition of same. Also important 
is the locating and reporting of facts pertaining to local history. In conclusion 
he stated that though the value of local history material may be hard to deter- 
mine it is very important for libraries to be one of the agencies to take the 
responsibility in preserving a record for coming generations. 

Mrs. Orrilla Thompson represented the Joint Extension Committee bringing 
to this group the report on the New Standards and Objectives. She described 
the plan for extending library service as set forth in “The Wisconsin Idea for 
Voluntary Education Through Libraries.” Her talk was followed by a discus- 
sion period and further emphasized by remarks from Dorothy Last on “Citizen 
Participation for Assistance in Building Library Service.” O.M.T. 
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SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT 
Mineral Point, April 27 


Thirty librarians and trustees registered for the. Southwestern District Li- 
brary meeting held in the Congregational Church at Mineral Point on Tues- 
day, April 27th. Coffee and doughnuts were served in the church parlors 
before the morning meeting. 

A display of recent books from the Commission book collection and one 
which Matt Farmer of Madison arranged were well used. 


Blanche Treweek, local librarian presided at the meeting and introduced 
Miss Hoskin, president of the Mineral Point Library Board, who welcomed 
the group and told the history of their library. 


Mrs. Orrilla Thompson presided for a brief business meeting discussing with 
the group the need for a simple organization and the election of a chairman 
and secretary. It was voted to have these officers and a nominating committee 
was appointed with Blanche Treweek chairman, Mrs. R. Bilkey, Dodgeville 
and Jennie Gray, Benton. 


John Chancellor, Mt. Horeb, Vice Chairman of the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission discussed the place of the library in filling educational and recrea- 
tional needs in every community. He pointed to the weakness of informal 
education which is lacking in mental, spiritual and inspirational satisfaction 
and emphasized the great opportunity which is open here for libraries to fill. 
Local initiative is needed to give such a program strength and in this connec- 
tion Mr. Chancellor explained the idea behind the organization of People’s 
Library Groups for the purpose of studying and discussing library problems. 
He outlined the steps in such a plan and urged that every effort be made to 
form strong, sincere groups. 


Mrs. Robert Billings, President of W. L. A., was present and outlined the 
Two-Year program which the Association has planned and on which officers 
and committees are working. 


A Cornish pasty luncheon was served by the Women’s Society of the Con- 
gregational Church—a treat which was very much enjoyed and appreciated 
by the group. 


The afternoon meeting opened with a return to the business of the morning 
and the election of Clara Laughton, Platteville, as chairman, and Mrs. M. A. 
Bailey, Fennimore, as secretary. Miss Schrage explained the Green Lake 
Workshop, the August Library Institute and A. L. A. membership. 


A panel discussion: “Working With Children” was led by Elizabeth Burr 
who had as members of her panel, Clara Laughton, Mrs. R. Bilkey and Mrs. 
M. A. Bailey. Books of interest in the various age groupings were discussed; 
each member contributing favorites from her particular experience. 


This District Meeting will be held at Platteville in 1949. O.M.T. 
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SECOND CONGRESSIONAL 
Watertown, May 6 


In spite of gloomy skies, some fifty librarians and trustees gathered at the 
library in Watertown at 10:00 A.M. on May 6th for the morning session of 
the Second Congressional District Library Conference. After a cordial wel- 
come from Mr. Harley J. Powell, Superintendent of Schools, Elizabeth Faber, 
librarian, conducted the brief business meeting. 


Mrs. M. H. Dornfeldt of Mayville, secretary, read the minutes, after which 
Mrs. Clinton Shunk of Menomonee Falls was elected secretary for the coming 
year. Mrs. Ruth P. Swenson extended an invitation for 1949 to come to Por- 
tage, contingent upon the completion of the Zona Gale Library Building, 
which automatically made her Chairman, with Miss Howitt of Randolph 
offering hospitality, in case Portage should be unable to entertain. 


Elizabeth Burr then talked on “What makes a good book good” in the field 
of children’s literature, illustrating her remarks with examples, many of which 
were drawn from the exhibit of books brought by Leonard Sully of A. C. 
McClurg & Co. 

Mrs. Jane K. Billings of Clintonville, president of the Wisconsin Library 
Association presented the goals and program of the Association, and of the 
State-wide Library Committee, after which the meeting adjourned for a de- 
lightful luncheon at the Carleton Hotel. 

The afternoon session was held at the Elks Club Auditorium, large enough 
for the hundred or more interested librarians and citizens who gathered at the 
invitation of the Conference to hear and discuss the Wisconsin Idea for Better 
Library Service for the State. Dr. Keesling of the Watertown Library Board 
presided. 

The program opened with the film “Books and People” made by the Ala- 
bama Library Commission to show the extension of rural library service 
through county-wide libraries served by stations and bookmobile, after which 
Mrs. Charles Veslak of Shawano, member of the Joint Extension Committee 
that has been working on standards and plans for library service in Wisconsin, 
opened the discussion. 

Explaining that any county or regional plan set up would be for the purpose 
of adding to the facilities of the present local libraries, and would not inter- 
fere with their autonomy or with the authority of their boards, she pointed out 
additional book supply, release from routines of cataloging and book prepara- 
tion, and assistance from the central staff of the county would give the local 
community more service from its own librarian, and more for its money, and 
the cooperation of all the libraries in the area would extend the service into 
the country around. In the course of discussion, the need for surveys of each 
area, of cooperation of interested citizens, and of planning before approach- 
ing county boards for financial support, was brought out. 

Among those who spoke was Mrs. Edwin Stilb of Racine, Chairman of a 
committee in the First District Federation of Women’s Clubs, now engaged in 
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raising the money for a bookmobile to be used for demonstration purposes in 

counties looking toward a county-wide service. Their bookmobile slogan is 

“The wheels of learning—keep them turning.” Another was Senator Frank 

Panzer, who assured the group that appearance at legislative hearings by citi- 

zens if they are interested and in earnest, was the way to attain a goal with 

the legislature. 

The end of the afternoon brought an interesting meeting to a close. 
J.T.S. 
DEVILS LAKE 
Prairie du Sac, May 11 


The Devils Lake District Library Conference was held at Prairie du Sac, 
at the Library Hall, Tuesday, May 11. Alice Graff, local librarian, introduced 
Mrs. Edward Gruber, president of the Prairie du Sac Library Board, who pre- 
sided. Reverend Paul Haist, representing the host Library Board, welcomed 
the librarians and trustees of the fourteen towns and villages represented. 

Mrs. Orrilla Thompson, Library Advisor, presented the subject of organ- 
izing the district to the extent of electing a chairman and secretary. Following 
a motion to that effect, Mrs. Thompson appointed a nominating committee 
to report back at the afternoon session. The committee consisted of Anna 
Stevens, Baraboo, chairman, Mrs. Florence Hanzlik, Wonewoc, and Mrs. Betty 
Krainik, Lodi. Membership in A. L. A. was stressed by Mrs. Gruber. The 
Workshop at Green Lake, and the Institute on the Wisconsin campus were 
announced by Mrs. Thompson. 

The morning session was devoted to the presentation of the Joint Commit- 
tee plans and the goals of the Wisconsin Library Association. John Chancellor, 
Vice Chairman of the Wisconsin Library Commission, discussed the place of 
the library as a community intelligence center, integrated in the community 
to the same extent as the local Post Office. He summarized the plan for ex- 
tending library service as set forth in “The Wisconsin Idea for Voluntary Edu- 
cation Through Libraries,” emphasizing the strengthening of existing library 
service to provide informal education, the establishing of voluntary county or 
regional systems and the need for state assistance in planning and in financial 
backing. Mr. Chancellor announced the appointment of a new member of 
the Commission staff, the Rural Extension supervisor, Anne Farrington. 


Dorothea Krause, Vice president of W. L. A. told the group of the Associa- 
tion’s two year plan and the progress of the various committees, now working 
toward goals which will be helpful to every member of the Association. 


A roll call was held around the luncheon tables at the Presbyterian Church, 
librarians and trustees of each library represented responding with their most 
useful recent book purchases. 

The afternoon meeting was spent with a delightful presentation on “Pre- 
serving local history,” given by R. S. Babington, former principal of Prairie du 
Sac High School. 
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A panel discussion: “Where does the money go and how!” was led by Mrs. 
Orrilla Thompson, with Mrs. Perry, Black River Falls, Mrs. Hanzlik, Wone- 
woc, Arlene Marshall, Reedsburg, and Anna Stevens, Baraboo, as members 
of the panel. The importance of a budget, based on a detailed study of the 
library's needs, was brought out as a means of informing appropriating bodies 
of the need for money and justifying the need. 

Mrs. Frances Perry, librarian, Black River Falls, was elected chairman; 
Mrs. Angaline Gleue, La Valle, secretary. An invitation to meet at Elroy in 
1949 was accepted. 

The Prairie du Sac Board of Trustees entertained the group with tea in the 
Tripp Memorial Library at the close of the meeting. E.B. 


ROCK RIVER VALLEY 
Edgerton, May 12 

The spring meeting of the Rock River Valley library district was held in 
Edgerton Wednesday, May 12, with Mae E. Hitchcock, librarian, as hostess. 
Sixty-four registered, representing most of the cities and towns in the district. 
Mr. R. A. Klaus, superintendent of the Edgerton schools, extended a friendly 
welcome, emphasizing the common educational objectives of both librarians 
and teachers. 

Mrs. Margie Sornson Malmberg, secretary of W. L. A., brought a report of 
the Association’s progress and plans, mentioning the need for House support 
of the Library Demonstration Bill. The Executive Board is questioning the 
advisability of introducing another State Aid Bill in the next Legislature; but 
will be definitely behind a move to increase the budget of the Commission. She 
urged librarians to send in their salary schedules for the Commission records. 
She stressed the importance of more personnel in most libraries and the need 
for a more vigorous recruitment program to this end. 

W. L. A. and the Commission will jointly sponsor a booth at the Centennial 
State Fair, August 7-29. 

Mrs. Orrilla M. Thompson of the Commission staff, representing the Joint 
Extension Committee, explained the new Wisconsin Idea for Voluntary Edu- 
cation through Libraries. One of the cornerstones of the program calls for 
the formation of People’s Library Committees from the county to the state 
level. She reported that the Joint Extension Committee has set up standards 
and objectives for the state. Copies of this report will be available the latter 
part of June. 

A new field worker, Anne Farrington, will join the Commission staff on 
June 1, 1948. Her special work will be aiding counties and regions in setting 
up library units. A summary of the new State objectives will appear in the 
June issue of the Bulletin. 

Mrs. Mary Peckham, librarian of the Evansville Public Library, discussed 
ways of increasing citizen participation in the work of the library, stressing 
especially the services rendered by board members and public spirited citi- 
zens and Friends of the Library groups. 








122 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN June, 1948 


A delicious luncheon was served in the basement of the Congregational 
Church by the King’s Daughters. The tables were most tastily decorated with 
spring flowers. 

The afternoon program began with an illustrated lecture on Wisconsin by 
Alonzo Pond, noted archaeologist, of Janesville. 

Frances Clark, librarian of the Beloit Public Library, called attention to 
the benefits of membership in A. L. A. Mrs. Orrilla M. Thompson gave the 
date of the Green Lake Workshop as May 23-28, and of the Library Institute 
as August 23, 24, 25, in Madison at the University. 

Due to lack of time, Mrs. W. A. Sumner, librarian of the Stoughton Public 
library, who was to have led a group discussion on bock-buying practices, 
mentioned only the Centennial of the H. W. Wilson Company and its contri- 
butions to efficient library operation. Following this, Josephine Austin of the 
Janesville Public Library talked on the valuable material to be had in free and 
inexpensive pamphlets and distributed a list of sources. Martha J. Petty, li- 
brarian of the Boys’ and Girls’ Library, Kenosha, gave short annotations on 
the best of the recent children’s books. 

A short business session was held at which a more permanent organization 
was effected, and the following officers elected: Mrs. Irene Metke, librarian 
of the Dwight Foster Public Library, Fort Atkinson, chairman, and Kathleen 
Neis, librarian of Jefferson Public Library, secretary. Mrs. Atwood Stewart, 
librarian at Brodhead, extended an invitation for the group to meet there 
next year. 

Josephine Austin 
Myr! Poland 


FOX RIVER VALLEY 
Sheboygan, May 18 

The Fox River Valley Library Association held its twenty-fourth annual 
meeting since its reorganization, at the Mead Public Library in Sheboygan 
on Tuesday, May 18, 1948. 

Registration took place at the library on the mezzanine floor, during which 
time coffee and several kinds of sweet rolls and doughnuts were served. Paid 
registration which numbered seventy-three, included ten library trustees, two 
members of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, and four members of the 
Commission staff. Anne Farrington, the new Rural Extension Library Ad- 
visor for the Library Commission, was also present. There were twenty-seven 
libraries represented. 

The meeting, which was held in the forum room of the Mead Public Li- 
brary, was called to order by the president, Edith Shepard of Green Bay. 
Marie Barkman, librarian of the Mead Public Library, extended a very warm 
welcome to the guests. The reading of the minutes was dispensed with. Marion 
Sharp of Green Bay gave the report of the Steering Committee. She said the 
committee had sent letters to the Congressmen thanking them for their sup- 
port of the Library Demonstration Bill, and urging them to do all they can to 
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get passage of the Bill. Theodora Haman of Two Rivers, who is on the A. L. A. 
Membership Committee, made her report. She said that institutional and trus- 
tee memberships were needed and that Wisconsin has not as yet met its quota 
in new memberships. Mrs. Anita Romon of Weyauwega invited members of 
this Association to the Wisconsin Valley Association meeting to be held May 
22. There being no further business it was moved and seconded that the 
business meeting be adjourned. Motion was carried. 

Following the business meeting Mrs. Margie Malmberg, secretary of the 
Wisconsin Library Association, gave a talk on “The two year goals of the 
W. L. A.” She reported that the Federal Bill on demonstration funds has been 
successful in getting through the Senate but not the House of Representatives. 
Mrs. Malmberg also spoke about recruitment, the Great Books project, and 
W. L. A. membership. She mentioned that the membership mailing lists were 
out of date and were being corrected. In checking some material, Mrs. Malm- 
berg said she discovered that in 1949 the Fox River Valley Library Associa- 
tion would celebrate its fiftieth anniversary, and that the first meeting was 
held in Fond du Lac. At this point Leila Janes invited the Association to 
Fond du Lac for its next meeting. There was a round of applause, and Miss 
Shepard, the president, then thanked Miss Janes and accepted the invitation 
on behalf of the Association. 

The next speaker was Frederick Wezeman, librarian of the Racine Public 
Library. Mr. Wezeman’s topic was “Library public relations.” According to 
Mr. Wezeman, public relations have to be continuous and should not be lim- 
ited to one group. A library should meet the needs of the out of school popula- 
tion as well as the school population. Mr. Wezeman especially emphasized 
that each library should openly invite criticisms and suggestions. 

The next part of the program was under the direction of Elizabeth Burr, 
who is Library Advisor in charge of Children’s Work on the Commission staff. 
Miss Burr played a recording of Marguerite De Angelis Cooper-toed boots, 
after which a film strip of “Robin Hood” was shown. 

Following this the Association went to the H. C. Prange Company for a 
tour of the store, after which a delicious luncheon was served in the Shore 
Room. Mrs. John Kohler, dressed in a period costume, gave a very interesting 
review of Mrs. Kinzie’s novel, Wau-Bun. Eighty-one were present at the 
luncheon. 

The rest of the program was held at the library. The nominating committee 
then gave its report. Alberta Seiz of Manitowoc was nominated president and 
Mrs. Deane Drakeley of the Mead Public Library was nominated secretary- 
treasurer. The report was accepted. 

The last speaker of the day was John R. Barton, Associate Professor of Rural 
Sociology at the University of Wisconsin and new member of the Wisconsin 
Library Commission. Mr. Barton’s talk was “The library, an intelligence center 
for the community.” He stressed the fact that libraries are concerned with all 
social problems and all classes of people, and that the library, like other insti- 
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tutions, was suffering from a “cultural lag” because of its inability to keep up 
with our too rapidly changing society. He added that we should concern our- 
selves with this lag and do our best to eliminate it. Discussion followed. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

There were books exhibited by the A. C. McClurg Company. The Life 
Magazine photographic exhibit on atomic energy was also displayed, along 
with two exhibits in honor of the Centennial. 

Goldie Trboyevich 
Secretary for the 1948 meeting 


WISCONSIN VALLEY 
Weyauwega, May 22 

The twelfth annual meeting of the Wisconsin Valley Library Conference 
was held May 22, 1948 at the Weyauwega Public Library. Following the 
registration, members of the Weyauwega Library Board of Trustees served 
the librarians, trustees and visitors coffee and doughnuts. 

The meeting was called to order by the president, Aileen McGeorge, li- 
brarian of the Stevens Point Public Library. She introduced Mrs. Anita Romon, 
hostess librarian, who gave the welcoming address. 

“The Wisconsin Idea for Library Extension,” was presented by Mrs. Jane 
Billings, president of the Wisconsin Library Association, who stressed the 
importance of good library service with reference especially to county and 
regional library setups. She spoke of the necessity of having a People’s Library 
Committee composed of members who are interested in library problems. 

“Citizen Participation in Building Library Service,” was discussed by Mrs. 
Alice Boldgett of Stevens Point and Mrs. Ella Veslak, librarian of the Shawano 
Public Library. Mrs. Blodgett spoke from a patron’s viewpoint, listing what 
a patron would like to see in his library. The characteristics she mentioned 
were beauty, convenience, comfortableness and a library well staffed and 
always open. She followed this with what a patron expects of the librarian— 
be friendly, firm, fair and fashionable. Mrs. Veslak spoke from the librarian’s 
viewpoint and emphasized the importance of the librarian in library work. 
She stated that librarians must go out and offer service to the people of her 
community and county instead of waiting for them to come to her. County 
service by means of a Bookmobile was stressed. 

A roll call of members present was given, each responding with “A book that 
proved useful or unusual in our library.” Jessie M. Sanford, librarian of Wis- 
consin Rapids Public Library was called on to tell about their new library and 
Miss Bartman, of Marshfield, to tell about her work of translating the Bible 
into Braille. 

Luncheon was served at the Chatterbox, Hotel Dobbins, at tables beauti- 
fully decorated with flowers and carrying out the Wisconsin Centennial theme. 

Following the luncheon the group enjoyed two vocal selections by Mrs. 
William Rule. Miss MacGeorge then introduced Eunice Fenelon, landscape 
architect, who gave an illustrated lecture “By the side of the road.” Her slides 
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which were in color, showed the beauty of the Wisconsin countryside through- 
out the four seasons. 

The group was delightfully entertained with a vocal solo by Mrs. George 
Classon. Next on the program was Dorothea Krause, vice president of the 
Wisconsin Library Association and librarian at Wausau, who spoke on “Two 
year Goals of the Wisconsin Library Association.” She brought greetings from 
the Executive Board and gave a report of the work the various committees 
are doing. She told about the Federal Demonstration Bill now pending and 
urged everyone to contact their representatives when and if the bill reaches 
the floor. Miss Krause told about the Great Books Program and the booth 
which the Wisconsin Library Association is having at the State Fair Park 
in West Allis. 

Miss MacGeorge then gave a tribute in memory of Mrs. Nathalie Scribner 
whose death occurred during the past year. Mrs. Scribner organized the 
Wisconsin Valley Library District meeting in Merrill in May 1986 and served 
as its first president. Mrs. Scribner had always been an active member of the 
district and will be greatly missed. 

The business meeting followed. 

Motion was made and seconded to dispense with the reading of the minutes 
of the previous meeting. 

A new directory of libraries and librarians was compiled by the membership 
committee. A motion was made and seconded that the secretary send a copy 
to each library in the conference. 

The financial report was read and accepted. 


Miss MacGeorge reported on the work done by the Executive Board dur- 
ing the past year. 

It was moved and seconded that the secretary send notes of thanks to the 
Weyauwega librarian, to the Weyauwega library board and to all who took 
part in the program. The motion was carried. 

A motion was made and seconded that a suggestion be made to the Execu- 
tive Board that they approach the Pepsi-Cola Company or any other Company 
in regard to furnishing a Bookmobile for library service. Motion was carried. 

The nominating committee submitted the following names: 

President, Edna Wu, Antigo 

Vice President, Mrs. Edna Kraft, Merrill 

Secretary, Mrs. E. R. Foss, Amherst 

Treasurer, Esther Venne, Tomahawk 

Member of the Executive Board, Alice Millerd, Marshfield 

The motion was made and seconded to accept the nominating committee’s 
report and to cast a unanimous ballot for the officers nominated. 

Miss MacGeorge, Librarian at Stevens Point, extended an invitation to the 
Conference to meet in Stevens Point next spring. A motion was made and 
seconded that the invitation be accepted. Motion carried. 
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There being no further business it was moved and seconded that the meet- 
ing be adjourned. The motion was carried. 
Grace Hammer, Secretary 





AUGUST INSTITUTE FOR LIBRARIANS 


The University Extension Division and the Wisconsin Library Commission 
are co-sponsoring an Institute under the direction of Walter S. Botsford, 
chairman Political Science Department, U. of Wis., for librarians, trustees, 
and city officials interested in library problems, to be held on the campus 
August 23, 24 and 25, 1948. 

The Institute will open on Monday morning, August 23, at 8:00 o'clock with 
final registration and greetings. The program that day will be devoted to 
“Public Relations and Public Service,” with A. Leon Beier, chief, Division of 
Information, Industrial Commission of Wisconsin, leading the discussion. The 
second day will deal with “Administrative Problems of the Library,” such as 
budget planning and personnel problems. The August 25 morning session 
will be a “Hearing on the Wisconsin-wide Library Idea.” The afternoon session 
will concentrate on “Possibilities and Problems in the Library Audio-Visual 
Program.” Such authorities as Prof. William Young of the Political Science 
Department, U. of Wis., William Deegan, City Manager, Superior, and Fred- 
erick MacMillin, executive secretary, League of Wisconsin Municipalities, will 
participate in the discussion. 

Each session is planned with ample time for free discussion so that there 

may be one hundred per cent participation. 
Registration: Send your registration with the $5 fee to: Political Science De- 
partment, University Extension Division, Room 203, Madison 6, (make checks 
payable to University Extension Division) before July 15 if you wish to have 
housing provided for you. Rooms may be had at Chi Omega House, 115 Lang- 
don Street. Two in a room at $4 for Sunday through Wednesday. If you wish 
a room reservation, write Jennie T. Schrage, Traveling Library Department, 
B-103 State Office Building, Madison 2. Room reservations cannot be guar- 
anteed after July 15. We hope that you will attend even though it may be 
necessary for you to find your own accommodations. We had hoped to make 
arrangements for meals but we find this will be impossible. However, there are 
several good restaurants in the vicinity. 

The Institute sessions will be held in Room 119, Science Hall. 

Librarians in Wisconsin have long felt the need for the type of assistance 
we hope this Institute will provide. We need to discuss together many of the 
objectives and national trends of library service and their application in plan- 
ning the development of Wisconsin’s future program. 

The detailed program will be available in July 15 Guideposts for Book 
Buyers. Write Mrs. Orrilla M. Thompson, B-103 State Office Building, Madi- 
son 2, if further information is desired. 


June, 1948 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 127 


NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


W. L. A. MEMBERSHIP 

Are you a member of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association? Are your dues paid up to 
date? If not, do it now! Why should you 
belong to the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion? There are many reasons. First of all, 
individually our influence does not reach 
far beyond our own community, but as an 
organized group we can do much to im- 
prove library service in Wisconsin as a 
whole. Membership in the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association serves you, your library 
and your state. 

The annual conference, generally held in 
October, is one of the important services of 
the association. Here you meet old friends 
and make new ones, as well as meet leaders 
in the profession. You can discuss your par- 
ticular problems with your colleagues and 
help others with theirs. You can gain new 
ideas from other librarians, the programs 
and exhibits. 

Another important service to members is 
to inform them of pending legislation relat- 
ing to libraries, encouraging good and help- 
ing to prevent poor legislation. 

It is your privilege to help the Associa- 
tion to maintain and better the good work 
already done in the state which has been 
a pioneer in library service. 

Membership dues for librarians and trus- 
tees are $2.00 per year. Institutional mem- 
berships are as follows: 


Budgets under $5,000. $1.00 
Budgets from 5-10,000. 2.00 
Budgets from 10-25,000. 4.00 
Budgets from 25-50,000. 6.00 
Budgets from 50-100,000. 10.00 
Budgets over 100,000. 20.00 


Dues should be sent to Dorothy L. Last, 
Treasurer, W. L. A., Public Library, Rice 
Lake, Wisconsin. 

Changes in address should be sent to 
Mrs. Margie Malmberg, Secretary, W. L. A., 
Public Library, Appleton, Wisconsin. 


MAY DAY BREAKFAST > 

The 40th May Day Breakfast of the 
University of Wisconsin Library School 
Alumni took place on Saturday, May 1, at 
the Park Hotel, in Madison. The occasion 
also marked the 41st anniversary of the 
founding of the Library School. 


One hundred thirty-four members and 
friends gathered for the breakfast and pro- 
gram which followed. Telegrams of greet- 
ing from Margaret Fulmer, Great Falls, 
Montana, President of the Alumni Associa- 
tion and Mary E. Haseltine, Jamestown, 
New York, former director of the school and 
others were read. Ruth Best, member of the 
1948 Class acted as toastmistress and wel- 
comed the group. Evelyn Miller, Class of 
1947, and member of the Madison Public 
Library staff responded. George C. Allez, 
Director of the Library School spoke brief- 
ly. A trio of students sang two numbers. 


Dr. Clifford Lord, State Historical Li- 
brary, was the speaker on the subject “Li- 
braries and Wisconsin.” 

During the afternoon Open House was 
held at the Library School where exhibits 
had been arranged. Log books of other 
years and the Log Book for the Class of 
1948 created much interest. 

Punch was served at attractive tea tables. 


NEXT BULLETIN IN SEPTEMBER 


There will be a change in the order of 
publication of the Wisconsin Library Bul- 
letin. Formerly it has been published month- 
ly except August and September. No Bul- 
letin will be published in July and August. 
The next Bulletin will come to you in Sep- 
tember. It will contain information for Book 
Week and the news of the progress in the 
extension program. The Guideposts for 
Bookbuyers will reach you, as usual, about 
the middle of the month during July and 


August. 
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ADD THESE TO YOUR PAMPHLET FILE 
Compiled by Katharine J. Middleton, Traveling Library Department 


Money management: the food dollar is a 
recent free booklet of the Household Fin- 
ance Corporation, 919 North Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 11. It helps to answer those im- 
portant questions about how much to spend, 
what to buy, how to plan the market order, 
how to save while you shop. 


Who is loyal to America, by H. S. Com- 
mager, is an article reprinted from Harper's 
magazine, September 1947, and well worth 
making available to clubs, high school stu- 
dents, or anyone interested in the subject 
of an enlightened loyalty. 15c from Harper’s 
magazine, Dept. G, 49 East 33rd Street, 
New York 10, N. Y. 


“To secure these rights”: study outline 
and bibliography, based on the report of 
the President’s Committee on Civil Rights, 
is to be recommended to any study group 
interested in the promotion of equal rights 
for all citizens. Free from American Civil 
Liberties Union, Chicago Division, 123 W. 
Madison St. Additional copies 5c. (Publica- 
tion No. 1, 1948 series) 


Expanding horizons: adventures in inter- 
group education with young people is of 
interest to leaders of young people, who are 
attempting to free them from racial and 
religious prejudices. This is No. 9 of the 
Human Relations pamphlets. Published by 
the National Conference of Christians and 
Jews, 381 Fourth Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
10c each. 


How to run a rental library by Groff 
Conklin (new rev. ed., 1947) is an excellent 
guide to the subject. It discusses location, 
stock, rates and other topics necessary to 
the success of the venture. R. R. Bowker 
Co., 62 West 45th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
$1. 


The successful bookshop, by F. G. Mel- 
cher and others, is a manual of practical 
information on opportunities, problems of 
the modern bookshop and bookshop account- 
ing. R. R. Bowker Co., 62 West 45th St., 
New York 19, N. Y. $1.: 


What can we expect of rural schools, by 
Mildred W. Cranston, is written for people 
in rural communities who want to know 
what they should expect from their schools 
and how they can help to improve the 
schools. Includes a short reading list. Each 
chapter is followed by questions and topics 
for discussion. 35c from Woman’s Press, 
600 Lexington Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


Dollars, goods, and peace, by Thomas 
Brockway, is Headline series No. 68. It dis- 
cusses economics and world affairs, includ- 
ing the Marshall plan, and gives a brief 
resume of some of the international agen- 
cies for economic cooperation. 35c from For- 
eign Policy Assn., 22 East 38th St., New 
York 16, N. Y. 


Book displays, January to December, of- 
fers librarians and teachers suggestions for 
stimulating and widening the reading inter- 
ests of boys and girls in special events, out- 
standing personalities, world affairs and oth- 
er topics. Includes a very useful calendar of 
special days and events. 25c from State Supt. 
of Public Instruction, Raleigh, N. C. 


Teen canteens—some special problems, 
will be of particular interest to those people 
in your community who are promoting re- 
creation centers for young people. It dis- 
cusses helpfully problems that arise within 
the canteen situation, within the workers, 
the agency, the community. 60c from Wo- 
man’s Press, 600 Lexington Ave., New York 
22, N. Y. 


Mary Roberts Rinehart is the subject of 
a biographical bulletin distributed free by 
her publishers, Rinehart and Co., 232 Madi- 
son Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 


The American forum of the air distributes 
free a limited number of its broadcasts of 
impartial radio discussions of questions af- 
fecting the public welfare. Vol. IX, No. 46, 
for November 25, 1947, discusses “Aid to 
Europe—can you afford it.” 10c mailing cost, 
Ramsdell, Inc., 810 Rhode Island Ave., NE, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Noah Webster, the nation’s schoolmaster 
is a short simple pageant that could be used 
by schools in connection with lessons on the 
use of the dictionary. Free, from G. & C. 
Merriam Co., Springfield, Mass. 


Small farms in Wisconsin is a study of 
such farms—the people who own them, crops 
raised, financial returns, and other items of 
interest to prospective small farm purchasers. 
Bul. 473 of the Agricultural Experiment 
Station, Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison 6. 
Free in Wisconsin. 


A panorama of Wisconsin presents the 
pioneer background of the state and the 
products of the soil, through a series of 
tableaux and songs. Eight of the national 
groups and twelve of the products are pre- 
sented in simple “living pictures.” Stencil 
Circ, 212, rev. March 1948, of the Exten- 
sion Service, Univ. of Wisconsin College of 
Agriculture, Madison 6. Free in Wisconsin. 


Wisconsin Centennial Committee on Mu- 
sic is issuing a series of mimeographed bul- 
letins on various phases of music in Wis- 
consin. Vol. 1, Nos. 3 and 4, discuss The 
song of the voyageurs and A Century of 
music in Milwaukee County. Free from Mrs. 
Ronald A. Dougan, Box 87, Colley Road, 
Beloit, Wis. 


Wisconsin then and now, by Dora M. 
Drews, has been compiled to answer briefly 
the many questions being asked about Wis- 
consin. A good source for accurate and 
up-to-date information. Useful with schools 
and clubs. 15c from State Historical Society, 
816 State St., Madison 6. 


Plants link soil and people is a simply 
written account of the importance of plants 
in agriculture. Circular 375 of the Agri- 
cultural Extension Service, Univ. of Wis- 
consin College of Agriculture, Madison 6. 
Free in Wisconsin. 


Pasteurizing milk at home is easy—and 
Special Circular 2 of the Extension Service, 
Univ. of Wisconsin College of Agriculture, 
Madison 6, tells how you do it, and why. 
Free in Wisconsin. 
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Summary of the action of the 1947 session 
of the Wisconsin Legislature on some of the 
important questions coming before it should 
be in every library’s reference file. Actions 
are arranged under subject. Free from Legis- 
lative Reference Library, State Capitol, 
Madison 6. 


Sketches of Wisconsin history by Ruby 
Gerling, is an attractive booklet with amus- 
ing drawings, to add to your Centennial file. 
25c from the author, 1314 Rutledge St., 
Madison 4. 


Guide to seasonal farm jobs includes a 
map showing the various areas where out- 
side workers are needed during normal crop 
seasons, and a directory of the Wisconsin 
State Employment Service office. This in- 
formation should be at hand to answer ques- 
tions of young people who want work dur- 
ing the summer. The pamphlet is issued by 
Wisconsin State Employment Service, State 
Office Building, Madison 2. 


Your state—Wisconsin, is a brief summary 
of some of the more essential facts concern- 
ing the state. A revision in December 1946 
of an article in 1942 Blue Book. Free from 
Wisconsin State Centennial Committee, 
State Capitol, Madison 2. 


Boys’ and girls’ camps in Wisconsin, 1948 
edition, will answer questions about loca- 
tion, directors, rates, of all types of camps 
in the state. Free from Milwaukee Journal. 


The story of the British Commonwealth 
and empire answers briefly the questions: 
How did this empire start, How did it grow 
so large, How it is governed, What is hap- 
pening to it today. Free from British In- 
formation Service, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York 20, N. Y. 


Lighting schoolrooms, U. S. Office of 
Education pamphlet No. 104, furnishes re- 
commendations to architects and _ school 
planners on the subject of “brightness bal- 
ance,” type and location of windows, and 
methods of artificial illumination. Suitable 
for remodeling as well as new school con- 
struction. 10c from Supt. of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington 
25, D. C. 
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NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Orrilla M. Thompson 


Social Sciences 


Bontemps, Arna. Story of the negro. 
1948, 239p. Knopf, $3. 326 


Written by the librarian of Fisk Uni- 
versity, author also of books for children 
as well as adults, this is the most inter- 
esting and concise work for the general 
reader on the subject that has appeared. 
After a background of the negro in early 
history, “as far back as it goes,” the 
story is of the negro in America from 
1619 to the present day. Excellent index. 
Would interest high school readers as 
well as adults. 


Derleth, August William. The Mil- 
waukee Road, its first hundred 
years. 1948, 330p. illus. Creative 
age, $4. 885 


This is the third volume of the Rail- 
roads of America series. This story of 
the Milwaukee Road is very much a part 
of railroad history. and there is much of 
Wisconsin history in it also. The author 
has told the story with the special inter- 
est of one who has a fondness for it as 
a part of his native state. A book for 
Wisconsin libraries with a good bibliog- 
raphy. 


See Booklist 44:293 My. 1 ’48. 


Ramsberger, Jack F. How to make 
publicity work. 1948. 123p. Reynal, 
$2. 301.154 


Modern publicity methods for publi- 
city chairmen of local community, non- 
commercial organizations. Publicity for 
various purposes is discussed and the 
suggestions on the use of the press and 
radio are given. There is no index. 


See Booklist 44:228 Mr. 1 ’48. 
Shea, Nancy. The Army wife, post- 


war edition. 1948. 394p. Harper, $3. 
355 


This postwar edition of The Army wife 
has been extensively revised and now 
includes information on Army life in 
the occupied countries and our distant 
foreign bases. It is a guide to homemak- 
ing and social custom in the Service. 


Natural Science—Useful Arts 


Bromfield, Louis. Malabar farm. 1948. 
405p. illus. Harper, $3.75. 630.1 


More about the Bromfield farm intro- 
duced in his Pleasant Valley (BULLETIN, 
May ’45). Some extracts from his per- 
sonal diaries of a year’s cycle at Mala- 
bar. Other chapters are devoted to the 
author’s beliefs about the wrong way of 
farming, the farm as a wholesome way 
of life and his concern about the world’s 
food supply. For every library. 


Clements, Edith Schwartz. Flowers of 
prairie and woodland, with 24 
plates in color. 1947. 83p. illus. Wil- 
son, $1.85. 580 


One of four similar books by the same 
author, which give accurate pictures of 
familiar wild flowers so that an inter- 
ested person could learn name and char- 
acteristics of species without need to use 
key. Rocky mountain flowers, Flowers 
of mountain and plain, Wild flowers of 
the west have been so popular that the 
success of this new volume is assured. 
No index. 


Nye, Nelson Coral. Outstanding mod- 
ern Quarter Horse sires. 1948. 221p. 
illus. Morrow, $5. 636.1 


The story of the Quarter Horse—his- 
tory in America since Colonial days—as 
a cowhorse, a rodeo horse, a polo pony, 
a race horse, and a saddle horse. Also the 
lives of twenty-four of the outstanding 
Quarter Horse sires. Bloodlines are clear- 
ly traced in charts and in the very read- 
able narrative. A book for larger librar- 
ies or for any library that has a local 
interest in horses. 
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Popular mechanics magazine. Farm 
manual; prepared by the editors of 
Popular mechanics. 1947. 288p. il- 
lus. Popular mechanics, $3. 631.3 


A collection of illustrated ideas to help 
the farmer improve efficiency, appear- 
ance and production thus saving time, 
labor and money. Includes information 
on how to make your own equipment— 
discusses: machinery and implements, 
farm workshop, poultry and livestock, 
vegetable storage and processing. Essen- 
tial in all small libraries. 


See Booklist 44:229 Mr. 1 748. 


Young, Hazel. The working girl's own 
cook book. 1948. 227p. Little, $2.50. 
641 
Divided into three sections: Menus for 
eating alone, cooking for two, and cook- 
ing for company, this cook book was 
written for the women who work and 
yet cook most of their own meals. Basic 
menu patterns include work plans as well 
as food combinations and recipes. Has 
usable index. 


Fine Arts—Literature 


Contemporary poets of Wisconsin, 
Centennial Collection. American 
Literary Association. 1948. 40p. il- 
lus. pa., 50c. 821.8 


A collection of poetry by 31 contem- 
porary Wisconsin poets. Limited to mem- 
bership of the American Literary As- 
sociation. 


Elliott, Bruce. Magic as a hobby, new 
tricks for amateur performers. 1948. 
231p. illus. Harper, $3.50. 793.8 


New tricks and techniques for the 
inexperienced amateur with simple equip- 
ment listed and helpful suggestions for 
dramatizing a magic presentation. Some 
of these tricks have appeared in The 
Phoenix, published for professional ma- 
gicians. 


See Booklist 44:295 My. 1 748. 
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Green, Anne. With much love. 1948. 
276p. Harper, $3. 818 or 828 


It is “with much love” that Anne 
Green tells of father and mother, South- 
erners from Georgia who after his busi- 
ness failure brought up their family in 
Paris, trying always to keep them Amer- 
icans with intimate stories of their youth, 
and facing poverty and comparative 
wealth with equal gaiety and extrava- 
gance. A talented and unpredictable fam- 
ily. 


See Booklist 44:310 My. 15 ’48. 


Kainz, Louise C. and Riley, Olive L. 
Exploring art. 1948. 267p. illus. Har- 
court, $3.75. 707 


A textbook in art appreciation that 
will be useful in the library collection. 
After a general appraisal of the study 
of art the authors relate it in its various 
forms to everyday living. Advertising, 
costume, graphic arts, sculpture, crafts, 
industrial design, architecture, and com- 
munity planning are all considered. Re- 
commended for all libraries. 


Self, Margaret Cabell. Riding simpli- 
fied. 1948. 77p. illus. Barnes, $1.50. 
798 
Fundamentals of good horsemanship 
deals with: qualities of a good horseman, 
characteristics of the horse, mounting, 
dismounting, controlling the disobedient 
horse, riding etiquette, and a number of 
do’s and don’ts to save your horse. 


Sleeper, Catharine and Sleeper, Har- 
old R. The house for you to build, 
buy, or rent. 1948. 313p. illus. Wil- 
ey, $5. 728 


Written by an architect and his wife 
to give the general public the benefit of 
their specialized knowledge about site 
selection, house design and construction. 
It is presented in language that any read- 
er can understand, and since the book is 
profusely illustrated with plans, charts 
and cartoons, the information is even 
more useful. 
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Spicer, Dorothy Gladys. Windows 
open to the world. 1946. 127p. Wo- 
man’s Press, $2.50. 793 


Planned for world fellowship groups in 
churches and YWCA, this book suggests 
international parties, festivals, plays and 
methods of making friends with other 
nationality, racial and religious groups. 
Good bibliography of program helps, and 
addresses of overseas service projects. 


History—Description and Travel 


Cohn, David L. Where I was born 
and raised. 1948. 380p. Houghton, 
$4. 917.62 


In 1935, the author published God 
shakes creation, a discussion of negro 
and white in the Delta region, that part 
of Mississippi that lies between Memphis 
and Vicksburg, to which he returned 
with the detached view of one who has 
long lived elsewhere. This is reprinted 
as the first half of the book, and the lat- 
ter half is a 1947 report on the area. Full 
of anecdote and story, with occasional 
serious chapters. 


Hilscher, Herbert H. Alaska now. 
1948. 299p. illus. Little, $3. 917.98 


Alaska now is written by an Alaskan 
resident who tells you the good and the 
bad points about the territory, as of to- 
day. Of special interest to a prospective 
settler, it is also of interest to the tour- 
ist and to the arm chair traveler. 


Jones, George E. Tumult in India. 
1948. 277p. Dodd, $3. 954 


George E. Jones, India correspondent 
for The New York Times during the 
years 1946-47 has written of recent po- 
litical developments in India and the out- 
look of India’s peoples and leaders. In- 
cludes material on Gandhi’s death and 
its significance. A good, brief account for 
the general reader. 


See Booklist 44:297 My. 1 ’48. 
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Laughlin, Clara E. So you're going to 
England! 1948. 680p. 2d rev. ed. 
Houghton, $4. 914.2 


———— So youre going to Scandin- 
avia! 1948. 469p. 2d rev. ed. Hough- 
ton, $4. 914.8 


With travel conditions changing 
throughout Europe a guide book of re- 
cent date is a necessity. Here are two of 
a series which were pre-war guides for 
many tourists. With complete revision 
they give up-to-date information on ho- 
tels, accommodations and travel rates, 
private country mansions opened to the 
public, days for visiting same, and sim- 
ilar information. 


See Booklist 44:316 My. 1 ’48. 


Nehru, Krishna. Shadows on the wall. 
1948. 116p. Day, $2. 364 or 915.4 


In her autobiography, With no regrets, 
Krishna Nehru told some of the tragic 
experiences of her jail sentence. Here 
she tells of the people she met there— 
twelve women imprisoned for many rea- 
sons. Some were political prisoners like 
herself; others served for murder as did 
Durgi, who had poisoned her cruel hus- 
band, and Rekha who killed her starv- 
ing child. Recommended for all libraries. 


Tavenner, Blair. Seeing California, a 
guide to the state. 1948. 494p. illus. 
Little, $3.50. 917.94 


A tourist guide to the “Golden State” 
—describes history, climate, scenery with 
routes to travel and make the most of 
precious vacation days. The appendix 
lists hotels with comparative, but not 
guaranteed prices. 


Centennial Material. See Wisconsin 
Magazine of History, March 1948, 
pp258-260, for news of material al- 
ready available and more to come. 


June, 1948 
Fiction 


Bassett, Sara Ware. Within the har- 
bor. 1948. 252p. Doubleday, $2.50. 


Cape Cod story with pleasant charac- 
ters, enough plot to carry the interest, 
Yankee characters, young lovers, even a 
hint of romance for the retired profes- 
sor. 


Campbell, Grace. Fresh wind blow- 
ing. 1948. 233p. Duell, $2.75. 


The author of Thorn apple tree (BUL- 
LETIN, May ’43) writes of young Canadi- 
ans of the present day, and the effect of 
World War II, especially on Kari, who 
loses her twin brother and whose avia- 
tor husband of six months is reported 
missing. A fine story, written with re- 
straint and understanding. 


Colver, Alice Ross. Uncertain heart. 
1948. 238p. Macrae, $2.50. 


Light romance. People who listen to 
radio serials will like it. 


Eaton, Evelyn and Moore, Edward 
Roberts. Heart in pilgrimage. 1948. 
273p. Harper, $2.75. 


A novelized biography of Mother Se- 
ton, founder of the Sisters of Charity, 
based on her letters and journals. Wife 
of a wealthy ship owner, she turned to 
the Catholic Church after his loss of for- 
tune and death in 1804 in Italy. As may 
be judged from the title, much of the 
story deals with her conversion. Well 
written and interesting. 


Hammond-Innes, Ralph. Gale warn- 
ing, by Hammond Innes [pseud.] 
1948. 272p. Harper, $2.50. 


A tale of modern piracy and ship- 
wreck, heroism, and cruelty. When Cap- 
tain Halsey reported the sinking of his 
ship, the Trikkala, with half a million 
in silver bullion aboard his motives were 
suspected by Jim Vardy. Vardy was im- 
prisoned on a muntiny charge but es- 
caped and with his companions raced to 
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the cargo of silver. Serialized in Satur- 
day Evening Post under the title “Mad- 
don’s Rock.” 


See Booklist 44:282 Ap. 15 ’48. 


Hargrove, Marion. Something’s got to 
give. 1948. 312p. Sloane, $3. 


The story of two modern, young 
couples who became involved in a radio 
program in which they could discuss baby 
problems. From a life of peace and quiet 
the Dobbs and the Bartlets were caught 
in the frenzied existence of the radio 
world. This is the author’s first novel. 
It is written with humor and a note of 
satire. 


See Booklist 44:261 Ap. 1 48. 


Kelleam, Joseph E. Blackjack. 1948. 
268p. Sloane, $3. 


Blackjack, Oklahoma becomes a seeth- 
ing boom town when oil is discovered 
there in 1920. It is a vivid panorama of 
gamblers, prostitutes and speculators 
told by a man who has lived through 
the events described. A man’s book. 


See Booklist 44:299 My. 1 748. 


Maxwell, James. I never saw an Arab 
like him. 1948. 207p. Houghton, 
$2.50. 


Thirteen stories narrated by Mark 
Dickson, an American Intelligence Of- 
ficer in Tripoli in 1944-45, some amus- 
ing, some horrifying, together forming a 
picture of some of the people and prob- 
lems of the Near East. 


See Booklist 44:299 My. 1 ’48. 


Sharp, Margery. The foolish gentle- 
woman. 1948. 330p. Little, $3. 


Light, humorous novel in the usual 
Sharp style. Isabel Brocken, a sentiment- 
al English widow, extends her hospitality 
to a rather mixed group of friends and 
relatives who have been left without liv- 
ing quarters by the war. The situation 
becomes strained when Tilly Cuff, a poor 
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relation, enters the picture. Isabel feels 
called upon to give Tilly her fortune to 
make restitution for a wrong done some 
years previously. Though she does not 
aceept it, the possibility that she may 
provides much concern for all. Serialized 
in Good Housekeeping. 


Sumner, Cid Ricketts. Tammy out of 
time. 1948. 277p. Bobbs, $2.75. 


Tammy is “out of time” because she 
was brought up by a lay preacher grand- 
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father on a Mississippi shanty-boat not 
far from Natchez. But when grandfather 
goes to jail for making “corn likker” in 
an effort to raise money for Tammy’s 
education (she is 17), she goes to Breton 
Hall, one of the plantation houses visited 
on the Natchez pilgrimage. The contrast 
between her straight-forward simplicity 
and somewhat startling remarks and the 
sophisticated people there is entertain- 
ing, and the book has a really sound 
philosophy that makes it worth reading 
as well. Recommended. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 


For Younger Children 


Bannon, Laura. Watchdog. 1948. 
[48p.] illus. A. Whitman, $2.50. 


The little Mexican boy, Alberto, cele- 
brates the fiesta day of Mexican Inde- 
pendence by trading the bird from the 
top of the castillo—one of the best parts 
of the celebration—for the puppy that he 
wants so badly. While the book is ex- 
pensive, the distinctive pictures by the 
author-artist make it a good addition to 
the easy book collection. 


Binney, Ida. Boppet, please stop it. 
1948. 48p. illus. Scott, [bds.] $1.50. 


This picture-story book tells of Bop- 
pet, a puppy so full of life that he wore 
out all the people around him until he 
found a boy of his own, Timothy Toppet. 
Good for reading aloud to pre-school and 
kindergarten boys and girls. Will need 
pre-binding for library use. 


Bronson, Wilfrid Swancourt. Starlings. 
1948. [75p.] illus. Harcourt, $2. 
598.2 
Simple text and pictures on every page 
tell the good qualities and faults of the 
common starling, with much material 
that applies to other members of the 
bird family. Same format, although smal- 
ler type face, than author’s Coyotes 
(BULLETIN, Oct. ’46). 


See Booklist 44:320 My. 15 48. 





Bruce, Mary O. Once Long Ago; Tay- 
lor, Florence M. Thine is the glory; 
Growing pains; Trent, Robbie. A 
star shone. 1948. illus. Westminster, 
(bds.) 65c ea. 


A series of picture books of religious 
and ethical teaching for reading aloud 
to pre-school and kindergarten age and 
for beginning readers. Public libraries 
will want to buy for church school and 
parents, interested in this type of ma- 
terial. Will need pre-binding. 


Franklin, George Cory. Monte. 1948. 
110p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


The Five Rivers Country of Colorado 
is the scene of this story of a grizzly, 
made a pet by man and then turned back 
to freedom in the woods. A second title 
in the Houghton Easy Reading series, 
planned for average readers of eight to 
twelve and as remedial reading for older 
ones. 


Gannett, Ruth Stiles. My father’s drag- 
on. 148. 87p. illus. Random House, 
$2. 


“My father’s” adventures in rescuing 
a baby dragon from the dangers of Wild 
Island are a small boy’s idea of proper 
nonsense and realism. Good reading 
aloud for families who like fantasy. 
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Jones, Louis C. Spooks of the valley. 
1948. 1llp. illus. Houghton, $2.50. 


Subtitled: Ghost stories for boys and 
girls. The author is head of the New 
York State Historical Association and 
has incorporated a number of Hudson 
River valley ghosts of folklore into a 
story of two modern boys. Print, format, 
subject and pictures make a good title 
for the hard to please 5th and 6th 
grader. 


Martin, William I. Lightning. 1948. 
[23p.] illus. Tell-Well Press, (bds.) 
$1. 


Small Danny gives up the mare that 
he chooses from his father’s herd at 
roundup time when he discovers that 
Eagle, an Indian boy, has claim to her. 
Because of the friendship that ensues, 
Eagle and his father, Chief Eagle Feath- 
er, give Danny her colt. Pictures and text 
will appeal to pre-school and to begin- 
ning readers. 


Palmer, Robin. The Barkingtons. 1948. 
112p. illus. Harper, $2. 


Grandmother describes her five grand- 
children as better than a three ring cir- 
cus. They range in age from eleven year 
old Roddy to the baby, whose name, Cor- 
nelius Junior, is bigger than he is, and 
they, with their father and mother, move 
in with grandmother. Flavia Gag’s pic- 
tures add to the flavor and fun of this 
story for 4th and 5th graders. 


Tensen, Ruth M. Come to the zoo. 
1948, 26p. illus. Reilly & Lee, (bds.) 
$1.75. 


An easy to read picture book of twen- 
ty-one animals of the zoo, illustrated 
with excellent photographs and written 
with pre-primer vocabulary. An excellent 
title for the beginning reader to read 
independently. 
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For Older Boys and Girls 


Bolton, Ivy. Wayfaring lad. 1948. 
192p. illus. Messner, $2.50. 


Sixteen year old Richard Nolan finds 
a home with French settlers, after he has 
been cast out of a frontier Tennessee 
settlement as a wastrel, and redeems 
himself by learning to work and by sav- 
ing the settlement from an Indian raid. 
Grades 7-9. 


Ford, Edward. Jeff Roberts, railroad- 
er. 1948. 228p. illus. Macrae, $2.50. 


Jeff grows up in a family of railroad- 
ers, begins his career as a lowly callboy 
and works and studies to become a rail- 
way engineer. The physical hardships 
and dangers of railroading, and an en- 
emy that Jeff makes when he helps the 
railroad detective, keeps the story bal- 
anced against too easy success. Vocation- 
al interest for junior high boys. 


Garreau, Garth. Bat boy of the Giants. 
1948. 184p. Westminster, $2. 796 


The inside story of big league base- 
ball is told from the vantage point of 
young Garth Garreau, who starts as a 
bat boy for the visiting teams and finally 
becomes bat boy for his heroes, the Gi- 
ants. Told in first person, this intimate 
account of the Polo grounds and the 
baseball players whom the author learned 
to know, will appeal to baseball fans, 
whether they be young or old. 


Knight, Clayton. Secret of the buried 
tomb. 1948. 31lp. illus Knopf, $3. 


Chosen as an honor book for older 
children in the Spring Book Festival. 
“Although built on coincidences and lack- 
ing the substance of The quest of the 
golden condor, this is an entertaining 
adventure yarn. . . .”—Booklist. 


See Booklist 44:253 Mr. 15 ’48. 
Malvern, Gladys. Your kind indul- 


gence. 1948, 213p. illus. Messner, 
$2.50. 
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A story of life in New York in the 
1770’s as seen through the eyes of a six- 
teen year old English actress. Susanna 
joins the John Street Players to win 
fame in order that she might marry a 
young English aristocrat but discovers 
that a young American doctor whom she 
saves from being mobbed, is the man she 
loves. Background better than character- 
ization; the touch of romance will make 
it a good story for junior high girls. 
Riesenberg, Felix. The Crimson An- 

chor. 1948. 207p. illus. Dodd, $2.50. 


Older boys will find their fathers want- 
ing to borrow this mystery tale of the 
high seas as has happened before with 
other Riesenberg titles. The S. S. Molly- 
hawk is blown up in sight of Capetown; 
then the Bird Line and Bob Nelson, first 
mate on the Mollyhawk, one of the three 
men saved, solve the mystery of the 
Crimson Anchor. 


Starr, John Calvin. Black Dinah. 1948. 


214p. illus. Caxton, $3.50. 


The colt, Black Dinah, and her master 
share the experiences of growing up in 
the Cross Bayou country of Florida and 
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develop a loyalty that is unusual even 
in horse stories. Told in the cracker-talk 
of Florida, the story will appeal to the 
older boy and girl horse addicts. 


Treat, Roger L. Walter Johnson, king 
of the pitchers. 1948. 192p. illus. 
Messner, $2.75. 921 


The biography of not only one of base- 
ball’s outstanding and best loved pitch- 
ers but an American, worthy of the wor- 
ship accorded him by the baseball fans 
of the country because of his modesty, 
dignity and integrity. Good character de- 
velopmental values incidental to an ex- 
citing baseball tale, written in sports 
writer style. 


Wood, Laura Newbold. Louis Pas- 
teur. 1948. 218p. illus. Messner, 
$2.75. 921 


The emphasis in this biography of Pas- 
teur is on his contribution to medicine, 
surgery and industry through his devel- 
opment of the scientific method. A longer 
and more detailed treatment, with index 
and bibliography, than the Doorly Mi- 
crobe man (BULLETIN, Ap. ’39). 








